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A secret 1973 report on Central Intelligence Agency 
abuses listed the assignment of CIA employees to the 
White House as one of the questionable practices that 
might be discontinued, it was disclosed yesterday. 

According to the report by the CIA inspector gen- 
eral’s office, the spy agency had for many years de- 
CIA personnel “to 


tailed 

the immediate office of the 
White House and to com- 
ponents intimately associat- 
ed with the office of the 
President . . .” 

The charges of CIA 
“infiltration” of the White 
House stemming froni the 
disclosure centered yester- 
day on reports that Alexan- 
der Butterfield, who dis- 
closed the existence of Pres- 
ident Nixon’s Watergate 
tapes, had been a White 
House “contact man” with 
the agency. 

Former Defense Depart- 
ment intelligence officer L. 
Fletcher Prouty told report- 
ers that Butterfield was 
identified to ihim as the 
CIA’s White House liaison 
in the spring of 1971 by sev- 
eral individuals, including 
former CIA agent E. How- 
ard Hunt Jr;, who was later 
arrested and convicted in 
the Watergate scandal. 

Prouty added that Butter- 
field was not a CIA “spy” as 
far as he knew and that he 
did not know whether But- 
terfield had ever worked for 
the CIA. 

. .The CIA denied that But- 
terfield had ever been one 
of its employees, and added 
in a statement that “he has 
never^been assigned to or 
worked for CIA in; any ca- 
pacity." 

The Ford administration, 
meanwhile, became more 
cautious in the face of the 
new controversy over al- 
leged CIA “infiltration” of 
the White House and other ' 


executive agencies in the 
past. 

Departing with the Presi- 
dent for Traverse City, . 
Mich., White House press 
secretary Ron Nessen told 
reporters that he had no 
reason to believe anyone at 
the Ford White House had a 
, secret CIA connection or 
that anyone on the White 
Mouse staff was surrepti- 
tiously ’ funneling informa- 
tion on White House activi- 
ties to any other • govern- 
ment agency. 

Nessen emphasized that 
he was speaking “only for 
this administration and this 
President” and officials of 
other administrations could 
best speak for themselves. 

On Thursday, Nessen had 
stated categorically that 
none of the CIA personnel 
now at the White House was 
working “in any hidden or 
undercover role, and I have 
been told in the past there 
‘never has been.” 
f" -Yesterday, however, Hes- 
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sen said the questions that 
have been raised apply to 
previous administrations 
and “those questions could 
thus be addressed to those 


tration and this President.” 

The furor started Wednes- 
day, when members of the 
-House intelligence com- 
mittee said they had been 
told by their staff director, 
Searle Field, of evidence in 
secret CIA documents of I 
“infiltration” of the White 
House, including a high-level 
aide under President Nixon. 
Committee Chairman Lucier 
N. Nedzi (D-Mich.) told re- 
porters yesterday that he 
.knew of no such infiltration, 
hut was. not in a position to 
rule it out He said the alle- 
gations were apparently 
based on a section, of the 
1973 CIA inspector general's 
report, entitled “Detailed 
Personnel,” citing the as- 
signment of CIA workers to 
the White House and other 
agencies* such as the Treas- 
ury Department, the Com- 
merce Department and the 
Agency for International De- 
velopment. 

The .White House units 
Where CIA workers were 
assigned at the time of the 
May 21, 1973, report included 
the Council on International 
Economic Policy, th'e Presi- 
dent’s, Foreign Advisory 
Board and the White House 
communications section. 

Nedzi said that as he un- 
derstood it, the CIA assigned * 
workers to the White House 
■ .and other agencies primarily 
to supply requested expert- 
ise. But he said another key 
reason for the loans to the 
White House staff, which 
are made by other govern- 
ment agencies as well, was 
to give the chief executive 
a bigger staff despite the 
limits of congressional au- 
thorization bills. 

$e said he thought the 
practice questionable on 
that score alone. 

“This is something that 
deserves to be looked into, 
Nedzi said. “But the point 
is, ' dammit, that you 
shouldn’t characterize these 
things without looking into 
them.” 

Prouty, once a Pentagon 
liaison officer who delt 
closely with the CIA, first 
for the Air Force and then 


for the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
said the spy agency had 
“thousands” of contacts in 
the government, some of 
whom were actually CIA 
employees and others, like 
himself, who were not. 

“You never know,” he 
. said.' “I’ve been called CIA 
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many times, but I say I’m 
not.” ■ ■ \ ■. ■ 

A' retired Air Force colo- 
nel, Prouty said Gen. Alex- 
ander M. Haig Jr. also serv- 
ed as the Army’s CIA “con- 
tact man” in the early . 1960s 
while working under a “cov- 
er arrangement” in the Army 
general counsel’s office. 

“He was doing -for the 
Army what I was doing for 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff,” 
Prouty said. “I know ... . be- 
cause I worked with him.” 

Prouty retired from the 
military in 1963 and 'said he 
did not know whether.’ Haig, 
who later became Nixon’s 
White House ehief of staff, 
continued his Vrork with/ijie 
spy agency af tor .-that • y 
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